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Objectionable. 
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Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on Not Applicable 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The Classification Office classifies the video recording Handmade as objectionable. 

Handmade promotes and supports the use of urine in association with sexual conduct. 
One scene depicts a man urinating into the mouth and onto the face of a woman, and 
another scene depicts a woman urinating while two women watch. The reactions of 
encouragement and appreciation by the spectators in both scenes amounts to them 
using the urine as part of the titillation of the sexual activity. Excision of the depictions 
of urination was recommended. 

The video recording contains depictions of degrading and dehumanising sexual 
conduct which degrade and dehumanise the participants in the sexual activity. There 
are frequent close focus camera shots of women’s vaginas after vaginal fisting (the 
inserion of a hand into the vagina), when the hand is slowly removed and the camera 
focuses on their gaping vaginas. There are also camera shots which focus closely on 
the activity of fisting, some further highlighting the activity by using slow motion 
camera effects. These depictions degrade the women by presenting them as sexual 
objects. Another degrading scene presents a woman being vaginally penetrated by a 
large bottle. The scene degrades the woman because it presents her as a sexual 
object to be penetrated by any available object. The Classification Office considers 
that the degrading and dehumanising elements in Handmade dominate the video 
recording, being intense and relatively frequent. The Classification Office 
recommended five excisions to remove degrading and dehumanising depictions. 

If the recommended excisions had been agreed to, the Classification Office would 
have classified the video recording as objectionable except if the availability of the 
publication is restricted to persons who have attained the age of 18 years. However, 
the owner of the publication failed to respond to the Classification Office’s excision 
notice within the specified period. Because the excisions were not agreed to the 
publication promotes and supports the use of urine in association with sexual conduct, 
and because the intensity and frequency of the depictions of degrading and 
dehumanising elements colour the tone of the publication. 

The Classification Office has considered the applicability of si 4 of the New Zealand 
Bill of Rights Act 1990. The Classification Office considers that the likely injury to the 
public good that could be caused by the availability of the publication outweighs the 
considerations of freedom of expression. 
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